
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Autumn 2014 
 09 

 

What a busy summer we 

have had, with nearly 500 
people participating in our 
2014 Summer Programme. 

Each year our volunteers run a 
nature-based Summer Programme 
during January. Events include a 
series of guided walks, evening 
talks and Junior Ranger days in 
local campgrounds. This summerôs 
line-up also included some new 
events in Coromandel town, with a 
Geocache treasure hunt & an 
interactive Kiwi exhibit at Driving 
Creek Railway. 

The Starlight cinema at Waikawau 
Bay was popular with the campers 
who packed their own picnics and 
came along to enjoy an open-air 
film screening. Other popular 
events included our guided 
Nocturnal Walks at Waikawau Bay, 
which drew record numbers this 
year, and the Upclose Kiwi 
Encounters at Port Charles.  

Our programme provides 
opportunities for families to interact 
with nature and highlights the 
natural treasures in the area. The 
programme has been running for 
over eleven years and all funds 
raised help protect kiwi in the area. 
Thanks to all who attended and a 
special thank you to the team of 
volunteers who made it a success. 

 

 

ñKids need a steady diet of rocks and worms.  
  Rocks need skipping. Holes need digging.  
  Water needs splashing. Bugs and frogs and  
  slimy stuff need findingò  -Anon 
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Clockwise from above: Children investigate a spider 

found on a Nocturnal Walk, a bunch of  Junior 
Rangers make the summit at Waikawau Bay, Diane 

Prince holds a kiwi during an Upclose Kiwi Encounter 
at Port Charles. 

 

  

 

 

 

  Record crowds for 2014 Summer Programme  
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Look closely at the photo on 
the left. What can you see? 

Did you spot why this morepork 
chick looks so happy? It may be 
drooling at its lunch- the dead 
silvereye in the nest keeping it 
company. Someone is keeping this 
chick well fed!  
 

Morepork eat a variety of food but 
focus on large insects such as weta, 
huhu beetles, moths and cicadas. 
They will prey on mice and young 
rats and even catch roosting birds 
unawares as they sleep at night. 
 
Like many of our native birds, 
morepork chicks are vulnerable to 
predation. Weôre working hard to 
protect them in the wild by keeping 
rat numbers low, giving this little guy 
a better chance of fledging. 
 

Predator catch rates in our Kiwi Sanctuary, July 2010ïJan 2014 
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Weasel 

Stoat 

Rat 

below). Alongside stoats we have 
caught over 7500 rats, 630 weasels, 
110 hedgehogs and 27 cats. Setting 
traps to protect kiwi also benefits 
other native wildlife in the area. 
 
Last year the MEG Committee had 
to make the difficult decision to 
reduce the number of trapping 
rounds following a reduction in our 
funding. But thanks to some 
vigorous fundraising and the 
generous support of our members 
we have managed to raise enough 
funds to include the March trapping 
round in 2014. Many thanks to our 
supporters and sponsors who 
banded together to help us raise 

funds to protect kiwi. 

This graph shows how our trap-catch rates fluctuate seasonally, with most stoats caught over summer, 

and a secondary peak occurring in spring. 

 

A ruru fledgling   

 

One of our trappers spotted this morepork chick in a nest on the ground within our Rat Attack project in Port 
Charles. Mum was sitting in a nearby tree keeping a watchful eye on her chick.  

 

Our Kiwi Sanctuary has 
reached a milestone, with 
over 1000 stoats caught 

since trapping began. 
 
This achievement signifies 9 years 
of dedicated work by our team of 
trappers who have helped keep 
stoat numbers low in the northern 
Coromandel, allowing kiwi chicks to 
thrive. Kiwi more than doubled in 
the area over the past ten years.  
 
Stoats remain a persistent threat to 
young kiwi with an average of 113 
stoats caught each year within our 
Sanctuary. 790 traps are checked 
monthly, with most stoats caught in 
summer and autumn (see graph  

 

A volunteer visitor  
gets stuck in 
We enjoyed hosting another 
international volunteer this summer. 
Sarai came all the way from the 
United States to help with our 
projects for three weeks during Jan.  
 
An ecology student with a passion 
for New Zealand, she chose to 
spend her summer in Port Charles, 
gaining firsthand experience into the 
practicalities of ecological 
restoration. While most of her time 
with us was spent weeding and 
trapping, the highlight of her stay 
was getting to hold a kiwi during our 
Summer programme, a reward for 
the tedium of baiting rat traps.  
 
First day on the job, Sarai helped Graeme 

construct tracking tunnels for the Rat Attack  
 

  1000 th  stoat  caught  in Kiwi Sanctuary    
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Which native birds visit 

your backyard? Have a 
closer look. Your findings 
could surprise you... 

After living in Waikawau Bay for the 
past 30 years itôs sometimes hard 
to truly appreciate the changes in 
the natural environment around my 
home. But this year really brought it 
home with a pair of kererȊ nesting 
15m from my house at the edge of 
my garden. A scrappy nest of 
nothing but a few twigs and one 
egg in the crown of a ponga about 
2m off the ground. 
 
The brooding went the full term of 
about 28-30 days and I found the 
egg shell on the ground on day 30, 
but no chick. Hmmm. The adult 
birds didnôt hang around either. A 
bit sad but a start. Oh, well more 
trapping needed I guessé. 
  
On a more positive note there are 
now fernbirds regularly visiting the 
little valley below my garden and at 
Kathiôs (about 50m away). We see 
them often around the edges of her 
garden feeding in the mornings. 
Their numbers have increased 
significantly since trapping for 
rodents started 7 years ago. 
Fernbird sightings in several new 
areas has also increased in the 
past 12 months. Such a heartening 
sight after all the predator control 
work by many over the years. 

Wayne Todd 

 
 
 

 
  

 

 

 

Our new research project 
explores better ways of 

catching rodents in a wet 
environment. We are testing 
whether rodents can be 

lured to feeding stations and 
trialling innovative multi-kill 
technology. 

MEG has been rat-trapping in the 
Waikawau Bay wetland since 2005. 
Since we began, rat numbers within 
the wetland have been suppressed, 
making mice now our main focus for 
ongoing control. Targeting mice 
presents us with fresh challenges. 
 
Wetlands are fragile and highly 
vulnerable to the impact of human 
traffic. A typical grid trapping system 
is not feasible for the control of mice 
in a wetland, as it would cause too 
much habitat disturbance. We are 
testing whether rodents can be lured 
to feeding/kill stations, to reduce the 
labour-intensity and human impact of 
trapping. This research project will 
also trial several multi-kill devices, 
which could reduce the frequency 
that traps would need to be re-set.  
 
The cost of equipment and materials 
for this study will be covered by a 
grant from the JS Watson Trust. 

 

    Backyard observations  

Pateke feet found in cat scat at Port Charles  

A kereru snapped nesting in a punga crown in Wayneôs backyard at Waikawau Bay  

Two students observing what is under the 

neoprene collar wrapped around this tree. 

 

 

New sightings of 
unbanded robin s 

North Island robin were 
reintroduced to our area in 

2009 after being regionally 
extinct for 100 years. Now 
new robin sightings give us 

hope they are growing in 
number and distribution. 

Over the last two months weôve had 
several reports of robin within the 
Rat Attack project and wider Port 
Charles area. A number of people 
have spotted unbanded birds in 
areas where they traditionally 
havenôt been seen before. This is 
encouraging and could mean two 
things; either the birds are breeding 
successfully, or unbanded birds are 
moving into new territories following 
the breeding season. Either way it is 

good news. 

During the original translocation 
birds were released at Stony Bay 
and within our Rat Attack area in 
Port Charles. Sadly all but one 
lonely male quickly migrated over to 
the Stony Bay site. We hope there 
could be a female amongst these 

new arrivals to form a mate for him. 

Moehau Environment Group 
volunteers have monitored robin 
since their release reporting on 
sighting, bands and behaviour. 
Weôre hoping to do a robin survey 
prior to next breeding season. If you 
see Toutouwai ï North Island 
Robin, please let us know. This will 
help us keep track of their progress. 

 

    Can we outsmart  rodents ?   

Vanessa, a volunteer from Rotorua, helps  
set up a study site at Waikawau Bay 


